Newsletter 35
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we enter the final, two-day, school week of the year we say a fond farewell to the wonderful Year 6 children who have set a great example to our younger children in their academic and pastoral work. They have just received their SATs results, we are absolutely delighted with the levels they have achieved and the progress they have made. All the percentages for the class are well above Dorset and National averages, highlights are in Reading with 86% at Age Related Expectation compared to the Dorset average of 74%, Maths at 90%, with Dorset average at 73% and Spelling Grammar and Punctuation at 86% with the Dorset average at 72%. At the higher level (Greater Depth), they were also well above Dorset and National averages (in brackets), with 52% (28%) in Reading, 34% (22%) Maths and 34% (25%) in SPaG. We are all very proud of all the children in the Year 6 class, they have all worked very hard and made excellent progress.
We wish all of our children, staff, families and volunteers a very happy summer break. Children return to school on Wednesday 2nd September.
 
Leavers Service – Tuesday 21st July at 2pm in the Hall
Our Year 6 parents are warmly invited to join us in the Hall to say goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children on the last day of term.
 
Summer Reading Challenge – Please take part!
Our school has a wonderful record in the Dorset Libraries Summer Reading Challenge. Last year we were the top primary school out of 119 schools who took part. We would love to keep that top spot this summer! Please sign up your children at the Library. They are so friendly and love seeing the children coming in for books. They are also running free events on Fridays in the holidays. Using the local library is a wonderful thing you can do for your children, to encourage them to read for pleasure and greatly enhance their educational potential. Please share encouragement on class groups and help parents who are unsure of the process to take part.
Event dates (all are from 11am until 12 noon):
31st July – Body percussion story and workshop
7th August – Peter and the Wolf, story and craft session
14th August – Teddy Bears’ picnic
21st August – Pied Piper story and craft
28th August – Make an instrument story and craft
 
There is also an author storytelling and craft on Saturday 25th July from 11am-12noon
 
Free Webinar from MHST (Mental Health Support Team)
The MHST has produced a free webinar recording for parents and carers of children in Year 6 and below who are interested in learning practical strategies to support challenging behaviour at home.
The webinar covers:
· Understanding behaviour as communication
· Responding effectively when behaviour becomes challenging
· The importance of play in strengthening relationships
· Using positive praise to encourage desired behaviours
· Practical tools to support children when they are dysregulated
 
Parents and carers can access the recording by completing this short form: https://forms.office.com/e/jfY8GnSc6B
 
Alternatively, they can access the webinar via the link on the attached poster.
 
Gold Hill Museum – Free craft sessions in the Summer Holidays
Drop in for free craft sessions at Gold Hill Museum during August on Fridays between 10.30 and 12.00
August 7th: Roman Crafts – mosaics and more
August 14th: Saxon and Vikings – runes and riddles
August 21st: Tudor herbs and potions
August 28th: Victorian toys and games
Numbers limited to 20 per session, and all children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
Football and Netball clubs at our school from TCW Sports
TCW have released booking links for two clubs at our school next term:
Tuesdays:
Football per-session: https://www.tcwsports.co.uk/booking-calendar/shaftesbury-abbey-football-year-2-to-5 
Football all term: https://www.tcwsports.co.uk/service-page/shaftesbury-abbey-football-all-term-5
 
Fridays:
Netball per-session: https://www.tcwsports.co.uk/booking-calendar/shaftesbury-abbey-netball-year-3-to-6
Netball all term: https://www.tcwsports.co.uk/service-page/shaftesbury-abbey-netball-all-term
 
Please don’t park in or block the field entrance just down the B3091 from our school
Our neighbour has asked us to ask parents not to park in or block his field entrance just down the hill from our school. Vehicles need to get in and out of that gateway throughout the day. Thank you.
 
Free School Meals – Parents who already qualify for FSM must all re-apply
We must stress that all families who were already eligible, must reapply as well as those who think they are now eligible. Please remind your friends and family about this.
Please note that it is vital to apply for this if you are eligible, even when you are getting the Universal Free School Meals for children in Years R, 1 and 2. It opens up further support for you, and provides additional funding for school.


		Free school meals eligibility changes on 1 September 2026.
· From 1 September 2026, all children with a parent/carer who gets any level of Universal Credit can have free school meals.
· From 1 June 2026 all parents who have Universal Credit or another qualifying benefit can apply under the new criteria.
There will be two levels of eligibility:
· Targeted - FSM for families who get Universal Credit and earn less than £7,400 per year. Families who get other qualifying benefits may also be entitled.  Eligibility for FSM will start from date of approval for this group. Families in the Targeted group may be able to access further related benefits, eg Pupil premium, Holiday Activities & Food Programme.
· Expanded -  FSM for families who get Universal Credit with earnings over £7,400 per year. Expanded FSM covers free school meals only. Eligibility for FSM will start from 1 September 2026 for this group.
Applications made from 1 June 2026 will be assessed on the new criteria and results will be valid until 31 August 2027. Apply for free school meals - Dorset Council





Lots of ‘new’ pre-owned uniform on the website
As you prepare for September, please note that there is lots of newly listed, good quality pre-owned uniform linked through our school website. It’s a really good value way to get uniform for your children.
  
Tesco Tokens
We are currently in the Tesco Token scheme, to help fund our new Library project. Please support this when you visit the store and encourage your family and friends to do so.
 
 
 
  
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
 Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                   Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                    Wednesday 21st July 2027

