Newsletter 7

Dear Parents and Carers,
The first half term of the year has flown by so quickly! It has been lovely to get to know our new children and see all the progress our children have made so far in their new classes. I hope you all have a nice week off school with your children next week.
We have two pieces of Dorset-related sports news to share with you this week. Firstly, our mixed football team went to the North Dorset Under 11 tournament at Gillingham School last Monday. All the top teams from the 51 primary schools in our area go to this tournament. The children all played really well, with a great manager, Mrs Ferre conducting the team to win the tournament! They now go on to represent North Dorset in the Dorset finals in Bournemouth on 10th December. Congratulations to the team! Also this week, we heard that Ellie Bradford from Year 5 has been selected for the Dorset Cricket girls talent pathway U10 squad for 2026. This is a brilliant achievement by Ellie, who plays for Shaftesbury Cricket Club. We are so proud of her and wish her well for the coming season.
 
Library sessions in half term – see attached information
We are so lucky to have such a vibrant and welcoming library in our town. They love seeing our children coming in for books and activity sessions. Please have a look at the two attached sessions during half term week and book your children on to them to have a lovely time and see other local children.
 
Shoe Box Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has put together a shoe box full of gifts for this appeal. We have 35 boxes in school already, please send in any you have at home by the morning of Thursday this week (23rd October) for our Rotakids to pack up on their journey to some children who will absolutely treasure the items and the kindness shown to them.
 
Light Party – at Father’s House on Friday 31st October from 6-7.30pm
Please see the attached poster about this excellent event which provides a warm and friendly alternative to other things that go on that night!
 
Half-Term Forest School in Semley
Please see the attached information about Forest School in Semley over half-term, run by one of our Year 6 parents.
 
Children in Need – Friday 14th November, Non-uniform (include something yellow if you can) for £1 donation
We will be taking part in this great appeal again this year. The theme is ‘Challenge yourself 25 for 2025’. The idea is that you challenge yourself to do something 25 times. I’m going to run 5 times round our school field each lunchtime that week and encourage the children who want to do this to join me. They can also come up with their own ideas for their personal challenges based on the number 25 at home.
 
Pantomime visit – 15th December
The whole school will be going to see Beauty and the Beast at Westlands Ballroom in Yeovil on Monday 15th December for the 1.30pm performance. If you would like to book tickets to see the same show alongside the school, we would love to see you there!
Tickets and coaches for the children have been greatly subsidised by our wonderful PTFA, please make sure you pay your part in good time before the visit.
 
Christmas Dates
For those of you who like to plan ahead, here are some dates we have in place in the run up to Christmas
28th November – Christmas Fayre, 3.15pm
9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativity Performance, 2pm
9th December – Year 5 out to Larmer Tree pageant
11th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity Performance, 2pm
11th December – Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children
15th December – Christmas Pantomime trip for the whole school, 11.30am-4.30pm
16th December – Reception Nativity, 2pm
17th December – Local Food Links Christmas Lunch
17th December – Carol Service, 2pm in St James Church
18th December – Circus Performance, 1.45pm
19th December – Last Day – Pick up at 1pm
 
Forest School – Tuesday afternoons
Our Forest School day has changed to Tuesdays for the year ahead. It will be Reception from this Tuesday for the next three weeks.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.  
  
 
 
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
 
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Wednesday 3rd September 2025
Children start back                                       Thursday 4th September 2025
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October 2025
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 19th December 2025
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd January 2026
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026

