Newsletter 7th September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to all our children and families, and a warm welcome to the new children and families joining us for the first time in Reception or other classes. We hope you will settle in quickly, do ask other parents or staff if you’re unsure about anything.
I hope you’ve managed to have some nice times with your children during the holidays, the heatwaves were so hot that it was tricky to be outside at times.
We are all looking forward to working with your children in the term ahead, helping them with their academic progress, emotional well-being and supporting them as they become great citizens in our community.
 
Medical/ Allergy
Our staff have all trained in Allergy Awareness in line with new guidelines which came into force on 1st September 2026.
 
We will be sending your child's data collection sheets out to you in the next couple of weeks which we need you to check and amend if necessary. 
If your child has a medical condition or food/substance intolerance, please can you note this on the data collection form with details of those foods your child must not consume or come into contact with in school. If this is a concern before the data collection forms go out, please could you email the school office with details.
If your child has a food allergy involving an immune system reaction, please could we ask that you complete an Individual Healthcare Plan and attach their Allergy Action Plan from their consultant, and return this to school.
 
Homework
A reminder that our top priority for all our children is that they read with an adult at home at least 4 times a week and record this in the Reading Record. This special time spent with children is hugely important in their reading development, fluency, oracy, vocabulary, comprehension and confidence. Your help with this is central to their educational success.
Alongside the reading sessions, children are encouraged to learn spellings and times tables/early number work each week.
 
Uniform
A reminder about smart school uniform and PE kit. Children are asked to come in school PE kit on days when they have PE. Uniform and PE kit needs to be in the correct school colours and shoes should be worn on non-PE days rather than trainers or boots.
 
Welcome Service for our new Reception children – Wednesday 23rd September at 9am in the Church
We will welcome the Reception children to our school in a little service lead by Rev Donna and supported by our Year 6 children. Reception parents are warmly invited to come, dropping children in school at the normal time. The staff and Year 6 children will bring them over for the service to start at 9am. It will only take 20-30 minutes but is a wonderful chance for parents and carers to be part of this special service.
 
Shaftesbury Carnival – Saturday 3rd October
We will be taking part in the afternoon carnival procession and hope you and your children can join us. Our theme this year will be Children’s Book Characters, to tie in with our project to create a new library in our school. More details will follow closer to the time but we hope your children have something they can wear from a previous World Book Day, I will be recycling an old costume myself!
 
Attendance
Good attendance and punctuality remain a top priority for us this academic year. This is because regular school attendance is the key to enabling children and young people to maximise the educational opportunities available to them and become emotionally resilient, confident adults who are able to realise their full potential and make a positive contribution to their community.
We work hard to ensure that your child is supported in school to feel safe, to be the best they can be, and to develop a sense of belonging both with their peers and as part of their wider school community. Regular attendance really does matter.
As a parent it is your responsibility that your child attends school each day. We recognise that at times some children and young people can find attending school less easy than others. We are here to help. If your child is experiencing difficulties, please do get in touch as soon as you can. We welcome you taking the lead on starting conversations at any point about supporting your child as we want what is best for them too.
As parents/carers you can best support your children to secure regular attendance and punctuality by:
· Ensuring they arrive at school on time every day by 8.50am at the latest. The gate shuts at that time so please come in time to deliver them to the classroom door and be out of the gate by 8.50am.
· Arranging dental and medical appointments outside of school hours where possible
· Informing the school if your child is too unwell to attend. (To assist you in deciding whether your child is too ill to attend school, the NHS have produced a weblink you mind find useful: Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk))
· Taking holidays during school holiday periods only. Fines are issued by Dorset Council for holidays in term time.
· Attending parents’ evenings and school events
· Discussing any problems or difficulties with the school as soon as they arise – staff are here to help
Our attendance policy is available to read on our school website. This explains how we monitor attendance and follow up absence. If you have any difficulties accessing our policy, please let us know so that we can provide it in an alternative format.
Thank you for working with us and continuing to support us in maximising your child’s attendance to help their learning, well-being and future success.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.
Parking
Thank you to you all for the considerate way in which you have parked for drop off and pick up this term. We are working with local councils to reduce the speed limit around our school entrance and take other steps to keep the traffic flowing at busy times of day.
Attached is a leaflet from Dorset Council, please have a look.
 
Parents Evenings
Our parents evenings will take place just before the half term break, on Thursday 15th and Monday 19th October from 3.30-6.30pm. Booking details will be sent out in the middle of September.
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 

