Newsletter 18

Dear Parents and Carers,
We had an amazing Numbers Day on Friday, I hope the children told you about the wonderful activities they did during the day. The staff were amazing in the creativity of their planning for this event. It is so important to keep all children interested and enthusiastic about numbers and Maths, please use every opportunity to do so at home through cooking, measuring, estimating, playing dice games, counting and generally talking about numbers in interesting ways. Thank you for all the donations to the NSPCC. It was a nice chance for children to wear home clothes, with many sports tops on display. A reminder that these football shirts or branded sports tops should not be worn on PE days, the children must wear plain blue t-shirts or the Abbey PE top to make it fair for all the children who follow the rules.
 
Forest School (a couple of changes) – Tuesday afternoons
Year 1 will be from 10th February for two sessions, followed by Reception for three sessions from 10th March. Year 4 and Year 3 will follow after Easter.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.  
 
The Forest School After School Club for Spring 2 is ready and set up for those parents/carers wishing to book on. 
 
Shaftesbury Abbey Forest School After School Club Spring 2 - Booking by Bookwhen
 
PTFA Bingo – This Thursday, 12th February at 7pm in the Hall
Come along to the Hall for a great evening of Bingo for adults and children on Thursday. Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. Please bring a clipboard or something to rest your bingo card on.
 
Snowdrop Festival event for children – 16th February
Skyla’s mum has told us about a lovely children’s session in the Abbey grounds on Park Walk from 10.15-12.15 on Monday 16th February. It will have craft activities to do with snowdrops including some water play, so please dress children appropriately. It’s free to go to this session, but any cash donations to help with costs would be appreciated.
 
Swimathon at Coombe House school on 22nd March
Thank you to the families who have already signed up for the schools’ swimathon. Please use the form below to sign up your child or children
 
Swimathon 22 March 2026 – Fill out form
 
Goodbye and best wishes
At half term we will say goodbye to the wonderful Mrs Beveridge. She is a multi-talented teacher who has worked in many roles across the school over the past three years, most recently in Year 3 and in Forest School. She is taking up an exciting teaching opportunity and we wish her every success with it.
She will be greatly missed by all the staff and children here.
We will also say a sad farewell to Mrs Cleal, who works in our lunchtime team. She is also taking up an exciting new job. She has also been a wonderful member of staff here.
We wish them both well in their new adventures.
We have also had Miss Robson working as a trainee teacher in Year 5 this half term. She has been brilliant with the children and staff, so good to see such talent entering the teaching profession.
 
Author visit – Reading the Land festival
We had an author visiting our school last Thursday as part of the Shaftesbury Reading the Land Festival (which takes place from 20-22 March). The children who were in the workshop had a brilliant morning with her.
Do sign up for activities at the festival using the links below
 
All the activities going on before and after the festival:  www.shaftesburybookfestival.com 
 
Including a children’s workshop:
https://www.shaftesburybookfestival.com/walking-workshops.
 
Tea Time Church
You are all warmly invited to go along to Tea Time Church, a special time for children and families, in St James Church at 4pm on 22nd February, 22nd March and 26th April, see flyer attached.
 
Cricket Camps
Please find attached a flyer for several cricket camps that Dorset Cricket are running over half term, one of them being in Sturminster Newton.
 
Fundraising for The Brave and Determined
One of our pupils, Noah, in Year 3, is doing a mini triathlon for BaD in April as he would like to help raise money for a charity. He’ll be doing a 50m swim, a 1600m bike ride, followed by a 650m run which is quite daunting for an 8 yr old!
If you would like to sponsor him, please see link below set up by his dad.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/steven-pritchard-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA
Holiday Club at Abbey School during February half-term
Our friends at Premier Education are returning to our school to run holiday clubs from Monday to Thursday of half term, the children have been given paper fliers. You can also find details at
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/19843-947322/
 
The National Year of Reading
2026 has been designated as the Year of Reading by the National Literacy Trust. We will be using this to help with our aim to have all our children regularly reading for pleasure, and to move on our project to create a new Library in our school.
Advanced notice that World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March this year.
 
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
  
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                       Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 21st July 2027

