Newsletter 25
Dear Parents and Carers,
We will be saying a fond farewell to Mrs Wendy Saunders, who teaches in Year 4 and 5 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, at the end of this half term. She has been a wonderful teacher across the whole subject range, particularly inspiring the children with her fantastic lessons in Art, Design and RE. The staff and children will miss her greatly, we all wish her well for all her future art projects and her growing family.
 
North Dorset Cycle Rides – Sunday 10th May
Some of our Rotakids will be helping to run this lovely event, which includes a family cycle ride, a 20 mile ride and a new 50 mile ride. Use the link below to book:
 
https://shaftesburyrotaryclub.org/events/
 
Message from the Mental Health Support Team:
We are really excited to be offering a new series of free online webinars for parents and carers, see info attached.
The posters include a QR code and a bit.ly link to sign up for the live event.
These sessions are designed to support parents and carers in understanding and responding to common mental health and emotional wellbeing difficulties in children and young people. They are all 45-60 minutes in length.
 Upcoming webinars:
· Supporting Your Child with Signs of Anxiety (Year 6 and under)
Thursday 7 May at 2:00pm
· Supporting Your Child When Their Behaviour Is Challenging (Year 6 and under)
Thursday 14 May at 1:00pm
There is also a session about supporting children who are in Year 7 or above, do join that one if it would be useful to you.
 
Each session is delivered online and includes practical strategies parents can use at home, as well as signposting to further support.
  
Sports Day Dates 2026
Our Sports Day afternoons are on Monday 15th June for children in R, 1 and 2, and on Thursday 18th June for children in 3,4,5 and 6. Both events start at 1pm and go on until about 3pm. The older children also have a field events morning on Monday 15th June, but this one is not open to spectators. Children are asked to wear a tee-shirt in their house colour for these events.
  
Forest School – Tuesday afternoons
Year 4 will have Forest School on 28th April, followed by Year 3 on 5th and 12th May. Year 2 have the last session of the half term on 19th May.
After half term it will be Year 2 again in the first week, then Year 6 on 9th June, Year 5 on 16th and 23rd June and Year 1 for the last three weeks.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.
 
Tesco Tokens
We have been selected for the next round of Tesco Tokens, to help fund our new Library project. Please support this when you visit the store and encourage your family and friends to do so.
 
Caretaker role
We have re-advertised the caretaker role, with much more flexibility in the working hours. If this is now of interest to you or someone you know, please apply!
https://www.jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/vacancies/34505/caretaker-handyperson--the-abbey-ce-va-primary-school.html
 
  
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
  
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                   Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                    Wednesday 21st July 2027
 


