Newsletter 31

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Sports Days last week. You gave wonderful encouragement and support to the children during their activities and races.
This Friday it’s the PTFA Inflatables evening, from 5.30pm until 8.30pm on the school field. It’s a wonderful time for children and families to socialise together, building life-long friendships. Please see the attached poster to book your tickets (cheaper in advance than on the door!), and sign up on Classlist to help for a half hour slot to share the huge amount of work needed to put on such events. We cannot run the event without your help. It would be great to get at least one ‘helper’ slot from each of our families. It’s an important fund-raiser for our new Library project.
 
Free School Meals – Parents who already qualify for FSM must all re-apply
We must stress that ALL families who were already eligible, must reapply as well as those who think they are now eligible. Please remind your friends and family about this.
Please note that it is vital to apply for this if you are eligible, even when you are getting the Universal Free School Meals for children in Years R, 1 and 2. It opens up further support for you, and provides additional funding for school.


		Free school meals eligibility changes on 1 September 2026.
· From 1 September 2026, all children with a parent/carer who gets any level of Universal Credit can have free school meals.
· From 1 June 2026 all parents who have Universal Credit or another qualifying benefit can apply under the new criteria.
There will be two levels of eligibility:
· Targeted - FSM for families who get Universal Credit and earn less than £7,400 per year. Families who get other qualifying benefits may also be entitled.  Eligibility for FSM will start from date of approval for this group. Families in the Targeted group may be able to access further related benefits, eg Pupil premium, Holiday Activities & Food Programme.
· Expanded -  FSM for families who get Universal Credit with earnings over £7,400 per year. Expanded FSM covers free school meals only. Eligibility for FSM will start from 1 September 2026 for this group.
Applications made from 1 June 2026 will be assessed on the new criteria and results will be valid until 31 August 2027. Apply for free school meals - Dorset Council





Lots of ‘new’ pre-owned uniform on the website
As you prepare for September, please note that there is lots of newly listed, good quality pre-owned uniform linked through our school website. It’s a really good value way to get uniform for your children.

Tea Time Church this Sunday - see poster attached
Everyone is welcome to come along to Tea Time Church this Sunday afternoon. An informal service which is great for families, there's delicious food and drink and children can get involved with the service and make a craft. This will be Rev. Helen's last TeaTime service before she  moves to her new job in Cornwall. Hope to see many of you there, 4pm Sunday 28th June @ St. James Church. 
 
Bring an animal soft toy to school day – Wednesday 1st July, £1 or more donation to Pets as Therapy
We are very fortunate to have Nettle the dog visiting our school every week to work with our children. She, along with her owner, Stephanie, work with the charity Pets as Therapy, providing emotional support in schools, hospitals, care homes and other places where their services are needed.
Our Nurture Group (The Hive) have decided to raise some money for the charity and are organising this event. They have met with me and have written this message:
Nurture Group are going to raise money for PAT (Pets as Therapy) by asking everyone to bring in an animal soft toy for the day. Please bring a pound (or more if you want to) to donate to PAT. Please come in school clothes.
We will also be selling cakes at the end of the day at the top of school.
I hope you can support this great charity event that they have planned with Mrs Cowling.
 
Win £1,000 in book tokens for our school library!
Please complete the form within the link below, it's one entry per person, but multiple people can nominate the same school.
https://shorturl.at/GufdY 
  
Forest School – Tuesday afternoons
Year 5 have Forest School on 23rd June then it will be Year 1 for the last three weeks (with their second session on Monday 6th July, not Tuesday 7th July).
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.
 
Tesco Tokens
We are currently in the Tesco Token scheme, to help fund our new Library project. Please support this when you visit the store and encourage your family and friends to do so.
 
 
 
  
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
  
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                   Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                    Wednesday 21st July 2027


