Newsletter 22

Dear Parents and Carers,
At the end of this term we will be saying goodbye to a lovely member of our lunchtime team, Mrs Hiscocks. She has been a brilliant part of our school community since 2022, we will all miss her. It does leave us with a job opportunity here, starting after Easter for 5 days a week, 11.45-1.15pm. Follow or share the link below
 
 https://www.jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/vacancies/34721/midday-supervisor--shaftesbury-abbey-ce-va-primary-school.html
 
           
Collection from clubs – new arrangement for inside clubs from this week
We are changing the way parents and carers collect children after indoor after-school clubs to increase the safeguarding of the Bluebirds children and the security of our school.
I’m sure you all understand that we cannot have adults in the building who haven’t been authorised and DBS checked. It’s a shame, but it’s for the safety of all of our children.
From Monday, parents will collect children from the main school office doors at the end of the club. Please arrive there at the end of the club, it’s not a suitable space for adults to gather in. Staff will bring the group to the door and dismiss them from there. Clubs in Year 5 or 6 will continue to come out of the top door as before.
The external door at the back of the Hall will not be accessible after the children have been dismissed at the end of the school day.
Outdoor clubs will continue to be collected from the playground and exit via the side gate.
 
Please be mindful of the symptoms of Meningitis
We are aware that there have been some tragic cases in Kent this week. Please check the NHS link to see if your children or others have any symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/
 
Tennis Taster sessions on Tuesday – PE Kit for all children please
All the children will have a go at playing tennis on Tuesday. Please send them to school in their school PE Kit for the day.

Computing session
Today (Monday), all the children are having a special computing session and online safety session delivered by the education team from Vodafone.
 
Bikeability in April for Years 5 and 6
The course is for a maximum of 18 children from Years 5 and 6, during the school day.
They will all do their Level 1 on Mon 20th April (on the playground), but Level 2 (on the road) is split into groups of 6 so your child will be doing it on one of these days: Tues 21st April, Wed 22nd April or Thurs 23rd April
 
They will receive a badge and certificate for each level. The course is offered as a combined course, is FREE, and the instructor can provide 3 bikes if needed, but children must bring their own helmets.
Please book your child's place through the new online booking system using this link:  https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/eve-upon-trip
 
Supporting Children in an Online World
Dorset Council is hosting a free online event, Parenting Together in a Digital World. The session includes practical insights and advice from local professionals, along with an opportunity to submit questions as part of a Q and A. See the attached information if you would like to attend.
 
No Choir on 24th March
Due to the school play that evening, there will be no Choir in the final week of term
 
 
Sports Day Dates 2026
Our Sports Day afternoons are on Monday 15th June for children in R, 1 and 2, and on Thursday 18th June for children in 3,4,5 and 6. Both events start at 1pm and go on until about 3pm. The older children also have a field events morning on Monday 15th June, but this one is not open to spectators. Children are asked to wear a tee-shirt in their house colour for these events.
 
Red Nose Day – Friday 20th March – Wear something Red £1
Our Year 6 children will be selling red noses for £2 each at the front of the school from Monday 16th March until the big day on Friday 20th March.
 
Forest School  – Tuesday afternoons
Reception will have Forest School for three sessions from 10th March. Year 4 and Year 3 will follow after Easter.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.
 
Tickets on sale for Pirates Vs Mermaids – Performances on 24th March at 2pm and 25th March at 6pm
The Year 3 and 4 production is really starting to take shape during their rehearsals in the Hall. Tickets are available from the school office. No limit now on the number you buy, up to the capacity of our Hall. They are £1 each, please pay at the office.
 
School Caretaker Role
We are looking for a practical and resourceful person to help us take care of our beautiful buildings and grounds at The Abbey CE VA Primary School.
Hours will be from 4.30 - 6.30pm, four days a week, Monday to Thursday, 38 weeks per year (term time only.) £13.26 per hour.
 
In addition to the 8hrs per week contract, there are further hours available of up to 10hrs per month, to be taken if and when needed for jobs such as gritting, letting people in during holiday periods or doing outside jobs during the winter period.
 
Closing Date: Sunday 22nd March
Interview Date: Friday 27th March
Please share this link with anyone you think might be interested in this new role:
https://www.jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/vacancies/34505/caretaker-handyperson--the-abbey-ce-va-primary-school.html
 
Merck Curiosity Cube at Gillingham School
We are delighted to announce that the Merck Curiosity Cube will be visiting Gillingham School on Saturday, 28th March, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM! This interactive, hands-on experience is completely FREE and designed to spark curiosity and inspire young minds through science, technology, and innovation, see flyer attached.
 
Swimathon at Coombe House school on 22nd March
Thank you to the families who have already signed up for the schools’ swimathon. We have 12 children swimming, but would love some more entries to this brilliant event! Please use the form below to sign up your child or children
 
Swimathon 22 March 2026 – Fill out form
  
Tea Time Church
You are all warmly invited to go along to Tea Time Church, a special time for children and families, in St James Church at 4pm on 22nd March and 26th April, see flyer attached.
 
Football Club
If you would like to sign your child up for football club after school on Tuesdays run by TCW, please do so using the link below, it is for children in Years 2, 3 and 4.
https://www.tcwsports.co.uk/book-online
TCW are also running Easter clubs here at our school and at Motcombe school if you’re looking for children’s activities during that holiday period.
 
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
  
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                   Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                    Wednesday 21st July 2027


