Newsletter 3

Dear Parents and Carers,
Last week we had our first visit to St James Church. Some of our Year 4 children took part in the story from the Bible, performed by the lovely group lead by our Governor Margaret Derrett. This week we will be back for the Welcome Service for the children who have joined us in Reception. Their parents are encouraged to join us at 9am for this little service. The following Wednesday, 30th September, is our Harvest Festival. Please send in a food bank donation that your child can bring up to the altar at the start of the service.

Parents evenings
Bookings are open from 1pm today for the following parents evenings:
Thursday 15th October - All year groups from Rec - Year 6  from 3.30 - 6pm
Monday 19th October – All year groups from Rec - Year 6  from 3.30 - 6pm
 
You can book your parents evening appointments by logging in to the school website or the eSchools App which you can download onto your phone. The link to the school website is: https://shaftesburyabbeycofe.eschools.co.uk  
If you are struggling to book slots yourself, please ring the school office.

Welcome Service for our new Reception children – This Wednesday, 23rd September at 9am in the Church
We will welcome the Reception children to our school on Wednesday in a little service lead by Rev Donna and supported by our Year 6 children. Reception parents are warmly invited to come, dropping children in school at the normal time. The staff and Year 6 children will bring them over for the service to start at 9am. It will only take 20-30 minutes but is a wonderful chance for parents and carers to be part of this special service.

Clubs and Sports Photos for the board
 Please send in a printed photo or a digital photo for our Sports and Activities board that celebrates all the great things our children and staff do in their spare time.

Applications for secondary school and starting primary school in September 2027
Please see the attached information and remind friends and family to apply in good time. The secondary school date is coming along very soon! It is very important that these applications are received by these dates. You stand a much greater chance of securing a place in one of your preferred schools if you apply on time! Please go along to the open evenings that local secondary schools are putting on this term. We are also running tours of the school this term, for families thinking of joining us in September 2027.
 
For Secondary school starters in September 2027 (current Year 6 class), the closing date for on time applications is the 31 October 2026.
For Primary School starters in September 2027, the closing date for on time applications is the 15 January 2027

Collectibles event at St James Church (in aid of the tower repair fund) – Wednesday 30th September
Do you or your children have a collection of something that you’d like to display at this event? It’s a Cheese and Wine event from 6-8pm. Entrance is £7.50 but free for exhibitors! They would love to have some children showing their collections at this event. Please see the attached poster and contact Alan Carter on 01747 852820 if you’d like to get involved. It would be a brilliant thing to do with your children if they like collecting things and talking about them!

Books and our new Library project
We have had to re-buy 14 Big Cat phonics books which haven’t been returned after being taken home. Please check at home to make sure there aren’t any lurking in your homes!
One of our lovely new Reception parents, Lianne, has signed us up for some free books for the new library if we get enough votes. Please share the link with friends and family and encourage everyone to vote for us!
The link for voting is:
https://www.inclusivebooksforchildren.org/golden-book-box
Voting closes September 30th at 23:59 (BST)
We have had sponsorship for boxes of new books for each year group, we are looking for more offers so that we have new books for every class. Please get in touch if you know a firm or individual who would be the sponsor for one of these boxes.

PE Uniform and Outdoor Learning clothing
For PE days we ask that children come to school in their PE clothing. This is a school or plain royal blue T-shirt, with navy/ black shorts or joggers and their school sweatshirt or cardigan. We ask that clothing does not have logos and that other items such as hoodies are not worn. Jewellery should not be worn and long hair needs to be tied back. If you child has a verruca please could they bring a verruca sock for indoor gym and dance. 
For outdoor learning children need appropriate warm and waterproof clothing, including wellies, of any colour.

Outdoor Learning on Wednesday afternoons
Our Outdoor Learning sessions (just like to Forest School we had last year) begin this Wednesday afternoon with Year 5 for two weeks
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). It is important for children to have the right clothing to go out in all weathers.

Traffic control survey
We are working with Shaftesbury Town Council and Dorset Highways to improve safety for children and adults at drop off and pick up times. As part of this work, they have asked us to find out the views of our school community on three particular points.
Please help with this by taking this very quick survey
Traffic controls – Fill out form

A message from Bluebirds
Welcome to all new and long standing families who use our wraparound provision here at Abbey school. We are looking forward to looking after the children over the next academic year. 
Just a few things to remember when booking with us.
*After school care needs to be booked at least 24 hours before so that we can staff it appropriately. (Breakfast can be booked on the morning if necessary)
* Payment needs to be made straight away to guarantee your child's space.
* Please book the appropriate session needed, late pick ups will incur a fee and we close at 5.30pm so every child must be picked up by then.
 
To book please follow the link:
https://bluebirds.pembee.app/
And if you need to contact us then please email on abbeybluebirds@outlook.com 
 
Pre-owned uniform
Suzanne Moores from the PTFA has asked me to remind you that we have an extensive collection of pre-owned uniform, all photographed and available to order here:
 
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/288
 
Time pressure on our lovely office staff
They would never complain themselves, but we notice how busy our office staff are with all the administrative and financial work they do. Please try to keep to a minimum the amount of trips to classrooms that have to make with forgotten items such as coats, water bottles or packed lunches! Thank you.
  
Shaftesbury Carnival – Saturday 3rd October
We will be taking part in the afternoon carnival procession and hope you and your children can join us. Our theme this year will be Children’s Book Characters, to tie in with our project to create a new library in our school. We hope your children have something they can wear from a previous World Book Day, I will be recycling an old costume myself!
 
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher

