Newsletter 7
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we enter the final week of the first half term, we have our second parents evening tonight. Please arrive ten minutes before your appointment and make your way to your child’s classroom (or the Computer Room for Reception parents). We hope your children will all have a happy, active half term break next week. We return to school on Monday 2nd November.
Our overall attendance is currently at 96.6%, just above the national average of 96%. We would like to remain above the national average all year, please do what you can to help with this objective.

Summer Reading Challenge
Thank you to all the children who completed the summer reading challenge this year. We had an amazing number of certificates to hand out in assembly today!
Out of 178 schools in Dorset who took part, we had the second highest primary school total of completed challenges, only beaten by a school on Portland. An excellent achievement and a brilliant way to encourage reading for pleasure. Please continue to use our great Library to get books for your children, and make sure you are also reading for pleasure as the most significant adults in their lives.

PSHE/RSE Survey
Following the Government’s changes to the Personal, Social and Health Education curriculum and the linked Relationships and Sex Education requirements for primary schools, we are asked to share the curriculum with you and gather your views.
Please click on the link to help us gather this feedback
Explore our new RSE and PSHE curriculum – Fill out form

Christmas Concert – 15th December at 5pm
Children who play an instrument in or out of school, are in the Choir or in one of our school bands are invited to perform at our Christmas Concert on Tuesday 15th December at 5pm in the Hall. Our music staff will help the musicians who want to prepare a suitable piece. It doesn’t have to be a Christmas piece, but at that time of year it’s nice to have a some Christmas tunes! Parents and families are invited to come to the concert, bringinmg performers at 5.45pm. Please email Ms Bastable (hbastable@shaftesburyabbey.dorset.sch.uk) if you’d like your child to take part.

Safety in PE
The National guidance on Safety in PE states that earings (or any other jewellery) should not be worn in PE. Please send children without earrings on PE Days.
The exception is during the first six weeks after new holes have been made. During this period, a child would need to keep the earrings in, but would not be bale to take part in higher risk activities in PE such as aspects of gymnastics and contact games. There have been some accidents in schools where the child wearing earings or another child has been harmed by earings. Thank you.

Library Project – Help needed to clear the room on Thursday 22nd October at 3.30pm
Over the half-term break, the computer room is being altered ready to become our new Library and Learning Centre. In order to have it ready for this work, we need to take out all the cupboards, furniture, equipment and PCs before the builders come. We would love to hear from anyone who could volunteer themselves or an adult family member to help us for an hour at 3.30pm on Thursday 22nd October. Please email the office with the names of any helpers, adults only please!
Thank you very much to the firms and families who have come forward to sponsor books for our new library, we nearly have all yeargroups covered. There’s still time to get involved with this sponsorship if you’d like to.

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal – Boxes collected from school this Thursday
The closing date for those of you who have shoe boxes is this Thursday, 22nd October. They will be taken from school at 2.30pm that day so no late boxes please!
Details of what can go in the boxes can be found here:
https://wessexrotaryshoebox.org.uk/
Please remember that a £2 coin has to be attached to the outside of the box.
Many thanks

Children in Need – Friday 13th November, non uniform for £1
Children and staff can dress in any (safe!) clothes they like on this day for a donation of £1. We love to celebrate difference in our school, encourage your children to wear something different and eccentric if they want to! Coloured hair is also allowed for this excellent cause.

Fence around the Pond
The fence around our pond is in need of renewal. We wonder if there are any kind parents with the skills to do it if we were to buy the materials and provide drinks and cakes?! Please contact the office if you know someone who could take this on!

Green School on Wednesday afternoons
Our Green School sessions continue this Wednesday afternoon with Year 2 this week and in the first week after half term. From 11th November it will be Year 3, then Year 4 (in the morning) from 25th November. Year 6 will finish off the term.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). It is important for children to have the right clothing to go out in all weathers.

Note from PTFA 
Bags2School Clothing Donations 
Unfortunately, we are no longer able to accept clothing donations for Bags2School.
We have recently had a large quantity of clothes left by the barn doors, and Boobs charity have very kindly agreed to take these donations. 
Please could we ask that any future clothing donations are taken directly to:
Boobs Charity, 71 Coppice Street, Shaftesbury

Church Car Park
The Friends of St James Church ask us to make sure our families understand that they are not able to offer the church car park for daily use due to the terms under which they were given planning permission for the car park (only for church services and events). The entrance isn’t wide enough for the volume of traffic it would generate and the surface isn’t robust enough for daily use.
We are permitted by the Friends to use it for events such as performances and Christmas Fairs.

Secondhand School Uniform Sales 
We will continue to accept unwanted school uniform donations for our secondhand uniform sales. Please continue to place these in the black box by the reception door.

Please check for Headlice
A case of the dreaded headlice has been identified in school. Please carry out a regular weekly check on your children with a nit comb and treat them if any are found.

Great Big Poetry Hunt Event at The Larmer Tree on 30th October
The gardens at Larmer Tree will be opened up for a Larmer Tree Project Great Big Poetry Hunt on Friday 30th October.
This will be a great day for children of any age, but may be of particular interest to children who have been there with the school for one of the pageants over the last two years.
They are also going to be announcing the winner of the Creative Writing Prize and will be displaying all the entries by children from our school.
See the attached flier for details.

Half Term Holiday Club
Please see flyer attached from Premier Education about the holiday club they are running here at Abbey School during half term.

Shaftesbury Young Performers Festival - 13th to 15th November
This  is a very informal competition for children, being held at St Peter’s Church in Shaftesbury, giving them a chance to perform in front of a small audience and maybe win a medal or trophy. All children receive a certificate and a few words of encouragement from the panel, see details on attached flyer.

Michael Salisbury, Head teacher



TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                     Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                     Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027

Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                     Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                              Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027

Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                     Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                              Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                        Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                     Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                       Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                      Wednesday 21st July 2027


