Newsletter 28
Dear Parents and Carers,
We had a wonderful morning yesterday at the Abbey School Colour Run at Donhead Sports Ground. It was a brilliantly organised event and a joyful celebration of sport at it’s best, with so many runners, volunteers and spectators all having a lovely time together. The PTFA raised an amazing £682.94, massive thanks to all the PTFA committee and members who made it possible. Here are some of the runners who got together for a photo at the end, thanks to the year 6 girls for having the idea for a team photo!
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Bring an animal soft toy to school day – Wednesday 1st July, £1 or more donation to Pets as Therapy
We are very fortunate to have Nettle the dog visiting our school every week to work with our children. She, along with her owner, Stephanie, work with the charity Pets as Therapy, providing emotional support in schools, hospitals, care homes and other places where their services are needed.
Our Nurture Group (The Hive) have decided to raise some money for the charity and are organising this event. They have met with me and have written this message:
Nurture Group are going to raise money for PAT (Pets as Therapy) by asking everyone to bring in an animal soft toy for the day. Please bring a pound (or more if you want to) to donate to PAT. Please come in school clothes.
We will also be selling cakes at the end of the day at the top of school.
I hope you can support this great charity event that they have planned with Mrs Cowling.
 
Pond Clear-Up date – Monday 8th June at 9am
Please let us know if you are able to come in to help cut back the area around and in our school pond. The creatures that inhabit the pond need some open water and plenty of sunlight, so some maintenance is needed in there. Garden tools such as shears or loppers would be really useful for this job.
 
Sports Day Dates 2026
Our Sports Day afternoons are on Monday 15th June for children in R, 1 and 2, and on Thursday 18th June for children in 3,4,5 and 6. Both events start at 1pm and go on until about 3pm. The older children also have a field events morning on Monday 15th June, but this one is not open to spectators. Children are asked to wear a tee-shirt in their house colour for these events.
 
Rotakids Applications for next year
Children in years 2-5 are invited to apply to be a Rotakid during the next school year. The role involves monthly meetings in school to plan and organise activities and events in the community, some in partnership with the Rotary Club.
Teachers have application forms. Children need to fill them in and hand them to the school office by Thursday 18th June.
It’s a great way for them to help others in the community and have fun doing it!
  
Forest School – Tuesday afternoons
It will be Year 2 again in the first week, then Year 6 on 9th June, Year 5 on 16th and 23rd June and Year 1 for the last three weeks.
Children need to have trousers and long-sleeved tops, wellies and a waterproof coat (with over-trousers if they have them). The Forest School philosophy is to wear the right clothing to go out in all weathers.
 
Tesco Tokens
We are currently in the Tesco Token scheme, to help fund our new Library project. Please support this when you visit the store and encourage your family and friends to do so.
 
 
 
  
 
Michael Salisbury, Head teacher
 
TERM DATES 2025 – 2026
  
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 5th January 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 6th January 2026
Spring half term                                            Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026
Spring Term ends                                         Friday 27th March 2026
Easter holidays                                             Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                     Monday 13th April 2026
Children start back                                       Tuesday 14th April 2026
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 4th May 2026
INSET DAY                                                      Friday 22nd May 2026
Summer half term                                         Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026
Summer Term ends                                       Tuesday 21st July 2026
INSET DAY                                                       Wednesday 22nd July 2026
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
TERM DATES 2026 - 2027
Autumn Term
INSET DAY                                                     Tuesday 1st September 2026
Children start back                                       Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Autumn Half Term                                        Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2026
Autumn Term ends                                      Friday 18th December 2026
Christmas Holidays                                       Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 1st January 2027
 
Spring Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 4th January 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 5th January 2027
Spring half term                                            Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027
Spring Term ends                                         Thursday 25th March 2027
Easter holidays                                             Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April 2027
 
Summer Term
INSET DAY                                                  Monday 12th April 2027
Children start back                                       Tuesday 13th April 2027
MAY DAY Bank Holiday                                Monday 3rd May 2027
Summer half term                                         Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027
Summer Term ends                                       Monday 19th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                   Tuesday 20th July 2027
INSET DAY                                                    Wednesday 21st July 2027
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